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DEAD FINGERS, 
self-titled (Big Legal 
Mess/Fat Possum) 
✰✰✰✰1⁄1⁄12⁄2⁄  — If you 
read these reviews with 
any regularity, you 
know that I’m a sucker 
for a good boy-girl 

singing tandem. In recent months I’ve 
touted duos like Coyol, She & Him and 
Civil Wars and keep their records in steady 
rotation on my trusty iPod. I’ll be mak-
ing room for latest find Dead Fingers. 
Comprised of accomplished supporting 
players Taylor Hollingsworth (Conor 
Oberst & the Mystic Valley Band) and 
Kate Taylor (Maria Taylor), the married 
couple’s self-titled debut of country-lean-
ing folk is nothing short of spectacular.

Hollingsworth delivers his lyrics in a 
nasally Alabama drawl, and Taylor coats 
every syllable with sweet golden honey. 
You won’t find a bad song among the 
11 gathered here, though Dead Fingers 
are especially effective on “Closet Full of 
Bones,” “4 Stone Coaches,” “Hold On 
To,” “Please Don’t Let Me Go,” “Against 
the River,” “Lost in Mississippi,” “Never 
Be My Man” and “Wheels and Gasoline.” 
I’m hoping like crazy Hollingsworth and 
Taylor will be making a Pittsburgh tour 
stop in the near future. You better believe 
I’ll be there. (Jeffrey SiskI’ll be there. (Jeffrey SiskI’ll be there. ( )

DIRTY THREE, 
“Toward the Low 
Sun” (Drag City) 
✰✰✰ — A few min-
utes into “Toward the 
Low Sun,” the first 
album from Australian 
instrumental trio Dirty 

Three since 2005, I wasn’t sure I’d be able 
to make it through the nine-track release. 
It was a cacophony of unpleasant sounds 
that was bringing about a migraine. But 
for the sake of fairness, I powered through 
opener “Furnace Skies,” and much to my 
surprise found myself enjoying most of 
what followed.

Granted, “That Was Was” is another 
tune that I found off-putting, but the 
blokes make up for it with standouts like 
“Sometimes I Forget You’ve Gone,” 
“Moon on the Land,” “The Pier,” “Rain 
Song” and “You Greet Her Ghost.” The 
Dirty Three aren’t going to be everyone’s 
cup of tea, but they’re never boring. (JScup of tea, but they’re never boring. (JScup of tea, but they’re never boring. ( )

PLANTS AND 
ANIMALS, “The End 
of That” (Secret City) 
✰✰✰✰ — Montreal-
based indie rock 
threesome Plants and 
Animals keep getting 
better every time out. 

Their 2008 “Parc Avenue” debut was rock 
solid, the 2010 sophomore slab “La La 
Land” was excellent, and third effort “The 
End of That” is flat-out fantastic. Warm 
and inviting, the 11 tracks that make up 
the album are universally strong as the 
guys come into their own as a band.

The one-two punch of “Before” and 
the title track get things off to a ter-
rific start and, after treading water on 

“Song for Love,” Plants and Animals hit 
their stride with standouts “Lightshow,” 
“2010,” “Why & Why,” “Control Me” 
and “Runaways.” If there’s a similar leap 
forward on their next album, “The End of 
That” will, in fact, prove to have been the 
beginning of something special. (JSbeginning of something special. (JSbeginning of something special. ( )

THE D.A., “You 
Kids!” (self-released) 
✰✰✰✰ — Having 
paid their dues for 
the four years in and 
around their native 
El Paso, Texas, synth-
fueled indie pop quintet 

the D.A. are looking to broaden their fan 
base with full-length debut “You Kids!” A 
must-have for dance-rock fans, the band 
grooves their way through 10 often R-
rated — but always infectious — tunes.

“The Book I Wrote” is pretty much 
guaranteed to get you on the dance floor, 
and the D.A. keep the charges com-
ing with “We Hungry,” “Big Woman,” 
“Orange & Black,” “Old, Used & 
Scratched” and “Laos.” Here’s hoping 
that “You Kids!” gives this talented band 
some well-deserved exposure. (JSsome well-deserved exposure. (JSsome well-deserved exposure. ( )

JOY ASKEW, “Drunk 
on You” (self-
released) ✰✰✰1⁄1⁄12⁄2⁄  — 
Singer/songwriter Joy 
Askew comes thisclose thisclose this
to a career-defining 
album with “Drunk on 
You,” her fourth studio 

effort. She has a voice perfectly suited for 
melodic indie rock and she uses it to full 
effect on this 10-track release. The pitch-
perfect title track opens the set and had 
me thinking that Askew was on her way 
to a masterpiece, but the rest of the album 
— while enjoyable — can’t maintain that 
lofty standard.

There are some other nuggets to discov-
er here, most notably the fantastic “Had 
a Bad Day,” my second-favorite tune; “I 
Broke the Law”; “Walk Under Waterfalls,” 
“All the Little Birds” and “You Have to 
Think.” Not a classic record, but one that 
merits multiple spins. (JSmerits multiple spins. (JSmerits multiple spins. ( )

THE JOHNNY ILL 
BAND, “Ask All the 
Doctors” (Urinal 
Cake) ✰✰✰✰
— Motor City garage 
rockers the Johnny Ill 
Band wet their feet with 
a trio of 7-inch singles 

and take things to the next level with their 
“Ask All the Doctors” full-length debut. 
The Detroit-based foursome play the type 
of raw, dirty rock that has undeniable 
appeal — even if it’s not especially original. 
And they tweak the formula just enough 
to keep things interesting.

Front-loaded and a tad overstuffed, the 
12-track, 32-minute release unveils the 
best material early on. Tunes like “Good 
Posture,” “I Live in a Garage,” “Make It 
Right,” “Washing Machine” and “Baja 
California” are keepers, with the JIB also 
acquitting themselves nicely on “It’s the 
Future,” “Heretic” and “New Year’s Eve.” 
Good stuff. (JSGood stuff. (JSGood stuff. ( )

Dead Fingers keep 
boy-girl vibe alive

Rush to judgement
Limbaugh losing ads despite apology for controversial remarks

Conservative talk show host 
Rush Limbaugh has lost seven 
national advertisers since his 
derogatory comments about a 
law student who testified about 
birth control policy:

* ProFlowers
* Quicken Loans
* Sleep Train/Sleep Number
* Citrix Systems Inc.
* Carbonite 
* LegalZoom
QUOTE: “(Limbaugh’s com-

ments) “went beyond political 
discourse to a personal attack 
and do not reflect our values as 
a company.”

— ProFlowers Facebook post

Accounts 
closed

WASHINGTON (AP) 
— Conservative talk show 
host Rush Limbaugh 
apologized Saturday to a 
Georgetown University law 
student he had branded 
a “slut” and “prostitute” 
after fellow Republicans as 
well as Democrats criticized 
him and several advertisers 
left his program.

The student, Sandra 
Fluke, had testified to con-
gressional Democrats in 
support of their national 
health care policy that 
would compel her college 
to offer health plans that 
cover her birth control.

“My choice of words was 
not the best, and in the 
attempt to be humorous, 
I created a national stir,” 
Limbaugh said on his web-
site. “I sincerely apologize 
to Ms. Fluke for the insult-
ing word choices.”

Attempts to reach Fluke 
by telephone and e-mail 
were unsuccessful.

Fluke had been invited 
to testify to a House com-
mittee about her school’s 
health care plan that does 
not include contraception. 
Republican lawmakers 
barred her from testify-
ing during that hearing, 
but Democrats invited her 
back and she spoke to the 
Democratic lawmakers at 
an unofficial session.

President Barack Obama, 
whose landmark health care 
overhaul requires many 
institutions to provide birth 
control coverage, tele-
phoned her from the Oval 
Office on Friday to express 
his support.

The issue has been much 
debated in the presiden-
tial race, with Republican 
candidates particularly criti-
cizing the Obama plan’s 
requirements on such 
employers as Catholic hos-
pitals. Democrats — and 
many Republican leaders, 
too — have suggested 

the issue could energize 
women to vote for Obama 
and other Democrats in 
November.

Limbaugh was not 
swayed by Fluke’s state-
ments before the House 
panel.

He said on Wednesday, 

“What does it say about 
the college coed ... who 
goes before a congressional 
committee and essentially 
says that she must be paid 
to have sex? It makes her a 
slut, right? It makes her a 
prostitute. She wants to be 
paid to have sex.”

He dug in a day later, 
refusing to give ground.

“If we’re going to have 
to pay for this, then we 
want something in return, 
Ms. Fluke,” Limbaugh 
said. “And that would be 
the videos of all this sex 
posted online so we can see 
what we’re getting for our 
money.”

He also asked the 30-
year-old Fluke: “Who 
bought your condoms in 
junior high?”

And on Friday, still defi-
ant even after Democrats 
beat back Republican chal-
lenges to the new health 
care law, Limbaugh scoffed 
at the Democrats’ talk of 
a conservative “war on 
women.” 

“Amazingly, when there 
is the slightest bit of oppo-
sition to this new welfare 
entitlement being created, 
then all of a sudden we 
hate women. We want ‘em 
barefoot and pregnant in 
the kitchen,” he said. “And 
now, at the end of this 
week, I am the person that 
the women of America are 
to fear the most.” 

By Sunday, seven adver-

tisers had pulled sponsor-
ship of Limbaugh’s show 
and Republicans distanced 
themselves from the com-
ments. 

Republican Newt 
Gingrich said reporters 
were more excited to talk 
about Limbaugh’s language 
than Obama’s record.

“I think that’s a vastly 
bigger issue than anything 
a radio host says,” Gingrich 
told reporters in Bowling 
Green, Ohio.

Even so, Limbaugh 
decided to yield late 
Saturday.

“For over 20 years, I 
have illustrated the absurd 
with absurdity, three hours 
a day, five days a week,” 
Limbaugh said in his state-
ment. “In this instance, I 
chose the wrong words in 
my analogy of the situation. 
I did not mean a personal 
attack on Ms. Fluke.”

But he also said the 
entire debate was “abso-
lutely absurd.”

“In my monologue, I 
posited that it is not our 
business whatsoever to 
know what is going on in 
anyone’s bedroom, nor 
do I think it is a topic that 
should reach a presidential 
level,” he said.

Limbaugh’s critics were 
not swayed by his state-
ment.

“In all seriousness, this 
isn’t an apology. It’s a 
public relations statement. 

— AP Photo
In this image made from video provided by C-SPAN, Sandra Fluke, a third-year 

Georgetown University law student, testifies to Congress in Washington.Georgetown University law student, testifies to Congress in Washington.

It’s hollow and deceitful. 
Don’t be fooled,” tweeted 
the account StopRush, the 
effort online to pressure 
advertisers to abandon the 
popular host.

And even after the apol-
ogy, some advertisers 
still planned to abandon 
Limbaugh.

“Even though Mr. 
Limbaugh has now issued 
an apology, we have none-
theless decided to withdraw 
our advertising from his 
show,” Carbonite CEO 
David Friend said on his 
company’s Facebook page. 
“We hope that our action, 
along with the other adver-
tisers who have already 
withdrawn their ads, will 
ultimately contribute to a 
more civilized public dis-
course.”

The latest furor involved 
putting in place a require-
ment in the president’s 
health care law mandat-
ing that religious-affiliated 
institutions such as hospitals 
and universities include free 
birth control coverage in 
their employee health plans. 
Georgetown, a Jesuit insti-
tution, does not provide 
contraception coverage in 
its student health plan.

Many Republicans and 
some religious organizations 
accused Obama of waging a 
war on religion. As protests 
mounted, Obama said reli-
gious employers could opt 
out, but their insurers still 
must pay for the birth con-
trol coverage.  

In his apology, Limbaugh 
repeated his aversion to the 
rule.

“I personally do not 
agree that American citizens 
should pay for these social 
activities,” he said. “What 
happened to personal 
responsibility and account-
ability? Where do we draw 
the line?

“If this is accepted as the 
norm, what will follow? 
Will we be debating if tax-
payers should pay for new 
sneakers for all students that 
are interested in running to 
keep fit?”

OLIVENZA, Spain (AP) — A Spanish 
bullfighter who lost sight in one eye and 
has partial facial paralysis after a terrifying 
goring returned to the bullring Sunday, five 
months after his injury.

On Oct. 8, a bull’s horn ripped into Juan 
Jose Padilla’s lower jaw and caused his left 
eyeball to protrude as spectators screamed 
in horror. Padilla was seen getting up shout-
ing, “I can’t see, I can’t see anything,” his 
face gushing blood.

Now, wearing an eye patch and speaking 
with a lisp, Padilla fulfilled what he describes 
as an unquenchable desire to once again 
face massive 1,100-pound  fighting bulls 
with the aid of only a cape and sword.

The 38-year-old Padilla, the star attrac-
tion at Olivenza’s annual taurine festival, 
said he was returning to the ring because of 
a need “to win, to triumph, to be a better 
man.”

A capacity crowd of about 5,400 people, 
including die-hard connoisseurs, fashion 
models and well-known personalities, had 
packed into this town’s historic bullring, 
which was built in 1854.

The matador, who is also known by 
his professional name of “the Cyclone of 
Jerez,” wore a glittering matador’s “suit of 
lights” outfit that had been made for the 
occasion in gold braid and olive green, “for 
hope,” according to his tailor, Justo Algaba. 

Gored Spanish bullfighter makes comeback


